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Faculty of Science - Animal Experimentation Committee Application

Note: 
· Approval of projects is for one year duration. 
· For projects spanning more than one year, and not incorporating changes in methods or animals used, submit a renewal form 12 months after approval has been given. 
· If major changes to a project (spanning more than one year) occur, use this form to resubmit a protocol for approval. 
· Programme-type applications (viz. multiple projects falling under one umbrella theme) must be submitted as individual projects.  

	Application for clearance to use sentient animals for a research study, or for teaching/training 

	This application must be completed, signed by all parties (including HOD) and submitted to:
Chair 

Mike Picker

Zoology

University of Cape Town
Phone: (021) 650-3630

E-mail: mike.picker@uct.ac.za 
	
	For office use only 

	
	
	Application No.
	

	
	
	Date approved
	

	
	
	Signed
	

	
	
	Date received
	

	
	
	AEC approval #
	


Category (select one)

	This is a first submission
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	This is a resubmission 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Previous application number
	


A. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR DETAILS
	Name
	
	Title
	

	Dept
	
	Tel (w)
	

	Cell
	
	Fax
	

	E-mail
	


B. STUDY TITLE
	


C. PURPOSE (select category)
	Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Teaching/Training
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other
	(Please specify)


D.  TIMELINE
	Anticipated starting date
	
	Anticipated completion date
	


E. RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS

Include all staff involved (principle investigator, assistant researchers and students, support staff). Clearly indicate who will perform any procedures/treatments on, and who will monitor/care for the animals. It is imperative that you indicate which staff will be available for after hours emergencies. Each participant must provide their signature to confirm they are aware of the duties expected of them.

	Name
	Contact details
	Duties/procedures to be performed on the animals
	Appropriate training/ experience
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


F. STUDY INFORMATION

F1. Background
	Provide a brief introductory statement in non-technical terms that explains what problems, questions, needs, observations, or new ideas have led to the planning of this experiment. This must be understandable to those outside the field.



F2. What is the aim(s) of the study?

	Be brief and succinct.



	If a hypothesis is being tested (explanatory research) please state what it is.




F3. Animals required for study

	Species/ strain
	Sex
	Age/ life stage
	Total numbers
	Source

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


F4. Housing and drug administration

Provide brief details on maintenance, feeding, veterinary care and tolerances to environmental stress. Also list any drugs to be administered, including those for euthanasia.

Maintenance and animal care procedures should comply with accepted international ethical norms for the species concerned. Please consult the UFAW Handbook on the care and management of laboratory animals (Shelf/Call #: M 619 UNI publication in Health Sciences Library).
	No
	Species
	Location and housing
	Temp
	Humid
	Duration
	Feeding
	Euthanase/ Field
	Euthanasia method

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Use of drugs: Please provide a list of the experimental drugs and chemicals to be used on these animals, including anaesthetics, analgesics, antibiotics, etc. This list would not normally include those drugs or chemicals used for emergency veterinary care.
	Drugs to be used
	Route
	Dosages
	Frequency

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


In terms of legislation, the use of drugs must be authorised by a medical, dental or veterinary practitioner or other authorised person(s), and the following statement must be signed.

He/she is legally a responsible person, I am satisfied that the person(s) specified in Section E of the application is/are competent to use the drugs.

	Authorising practitioner details

	Name
	

	Qualification
	

	Telephone number
	


F5. Permit requirements
The capture, collection, transport and maintenance in captivity of all vertebrates requires a permit from relevant authorities.
For animals to be collected/transported/housed in the Western Cape, apply to: 

CapeNature. Contact Deon Hignett - dhignett@capenature.co.za, (021) 659-3418, (021) 659-3415

For marine species, a Marine and Coastal Management permit is also required. The Zoology Department has a blanket permit subject to certain conditions. Please liaise with Meg Ledeboer to ascertain if this permit can be used for the purposes of this study.

	New permits required? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Agency
	

	Date obtained
	
	Date of expiry
	

	Permit #
	


Please attach a copy of your permit to this application, if already issued. If issue of a permit is contingent upon prior ethics clearance (e.g. for Cape Nature), a copy of the permit must be supplied to the science animal experimentation committee once it has been issued. Failure to do so could jeopardize the outcome of future applications.
G1. Focus on replacement (see section J). Justification for the use of sentient animals in teaching only
	Please provide justification for the use of animals rather than an in-vitro model. Which alternatives to the use of animals have you considered? Also provide justification for the need to use the specified species.



G2. Overview of experimental design, noting reduction in numbers of animals used (see section J)

	Please provide justification for the number of animals required, and give statistical support.



G3. Details of experimental procedures and statement of competence 
	Provide a detailed description of all procedures, treatments, tissue sampling and method of euthanasia that the animals will have to endure, with timelines and planned endpoint. Indicate who will perform each procedure, and their appropriate competence. 
Briefly outline parameters to be measured/final tissue analysis to be performed in order to achieve the aims of the study.




G4. Statistical analysis

	Briefly describe how data from this study will be analysed statistically.



G5. Repetition

	Is this study a repetition of previous work performed by yourself or others?  

If yes, please give details and explain why it is being repeated. 

If no, is it part of ongoing research being conducted by your group? List any publications stemming from this research thus far. 




H1. Measures to be taken to minimise pain/ distress caused by the experimental procedures

	What negative effects will the experimental procedures/treatments have on study animal well-being (e.g. fear, deprivation, pain and distress). Give details of measures taken pre-, intra- and post-procedure/treatment, as well as during transportation and restraint of the animals, that may minimize these effects, and who will perform these measures.



H2. Distress and discomfort severity (please tick where appropriate)
	Category B
	Experiments on sentient animal species expected to produce little or no discomfort, e.g. blood sampling, injections, or procedures on anaesthetised animals that do not regain consciousness.
	

	Category C
	Experiments that involve some discomfort to sentient animals, e.g. surgical procedure under anaesthesia and some postoperative discomfort.
	

	Category D
	Experiments that involve significant but unavoidable distress or discomfort to sentient animals.
	


H3. Fate of animals and method of disposal

	Is it necessary to kill the animal at the end of the experiment? If so, please explain why, if it is not obvious from the experimental design? 




H4. Method of killing (please tick where appropriate)
	Inhalation (specify agent and dose in F4 above).
	
	Exsanguination under anaesthesia (specify agent and dose in F4 above).
	

	Fatal dose of anaesthetic agent (specify agent and dose in F4 above).
	
	Lethal injection whilst under anaesthesia (specify agent and dose in F4 above).
	

	Other (specify agent and dose in F4 above).
	

	Who will be responsible for euthanasia, and who will ensure the animals are dead before disposal?



I. BIOHAZARD STATEMENT

	Is this a requirement for this project? If yes, please append proof of approval.



J. PRINCIPLES

	Animal Welfare

Animals used in scientific experiments:

· May not be used in studies that are methodologically unsound, frivolous, trivial, or which unnecessarily duplicate earlier studies. 

· May not be subjected to unnecessary hunger, thirst, disease, parasitism, injury, discomfort, pain or suffering. 

Therefore, animals held for, and used in, scientific experiments:

· Must be kept comfortable under conditions that are suitable to their species, enabling them to express normal behaviour. These include adequate space, company of conspecifics, and adequate environmental stimulation. 

· Must be monitored for ill-health and distress, and, where necessary, enjoy rapid diagnosis and either treatment or other alleviation of their condition. 

· Must be handled and treated in ways that either avoid or at least minimize distress, pain and suffering. 

The Three ‘R’s

To pass muster, proposals for research on sentient animal subjects must satisfy three principles:

Replacement: Sentient animals may not be used if they can be replaced by non-sentient subjects or systems. 

Reduction: The number of animals used must be reduced to the minimum consistent with the methodological soundness of the study. 

Refinement: Experimental methodology and procedures should be refined in a way that minimizes the negative impact on the animal subjects, including distress, pain and suffering. 

Responsibility

Everyone using animals, whether for experimentation, testing or provision of tissues or body fluids is responsible in their personal capacity for assuring that they are afforded the highest levels of welfare and protection from abuse.

Responsibilities of the Principal Investigator:

a. To read and comply with the University’s “Code of Ethics and Procedures for the Use of Animals in Teaching and Research”.

b. To maintain records of all procedures performed on the animals.

c. To ensure that all animals used are clearly identified with the allocated authorisation number by means of labels on cages, pens or rooms.

d. To ensure that all the designated associate and assistant personnel are qualified and competent to perform the allocated procedures and that no other personnel will be allowed to perform any procedures without written authorisation from the Animal Ethics Committee.

e. To ensure that there will be no deviation from any of the procedures as specified in the application without the prior written approval of the Animal Ethics Committee.

To ensure that, in the event of a situation arising during the course of the experiment whereby an animal is found to be suffering from unanticipated severe pain or distress, a veterinarian will be consulted for advice. In the event that the pain or distress cannot be alleviated, the experiment will be terminated, the animal immediately euthanased and the Animal Ethics Chair informed



K. DECLARATION
	1. I, ………………………………………………………………, as Principal Investigator in this application hereby declare that I am familiar with the ideas, principles and responsibilities outlined in the Animal Ethics Code and will personally undertake to see that these are upheld in the conduct of this study, should it be approved. 

2. I understand that I am legally responsible for all aspects of the study.

3. In my opinion, all persons named and working under my supervision have the appropriate training and skills required to carry out their responsibilities as indicated.

4. I also undertake not to deviate from the approved protocol without first obtaining approval for such amendments from the UCT Science Faculty Animal Ethics Committee.
5. If a biohazard declaration is necessary, this has been submitted to the Faculty Bio safety Committee, and proof of their approval of the safety practices stipulated in this application appended.

	Applicant
	I have read and accepted the declaration.

	
	Signature
	

	
	Print name
	

	
	Date
	

	Support from 

HOD
	To the best of my knowledge, the researcher is competent to perform the experiment and I support this application.

	
	Signature
	

	
	Print name
	

	
	Date 
	

	
	Note: Your attention is drawn to the responsibilities of the Head of Department as specified in the University’s “Code of Ethics and Procedures for the Use of Animals in Teaching and Research”.
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